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DATE OF FINALPASSAGE JUL 18 2025

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SAN DIEGO SUPPORTING CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 684

AND ASSEMBLY BILL 1243 RELATING TO POLLUTERS

PAY CLIMATE SUPERFUND ACT OF 2025 FOR THE

2025-20

26 CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE REGULAR

SESSION.

RECITALS

The Council of the City of San Diego (Council) ad

opts this R

esolution

 based on

 the follow

ing:

A. California is e

xperiencing

 the harmful effects o

f climate change

, including an

increase in extreme heat eve

nts, drough

t, floods, w

ildfire, sea l

evel rise, 

and more. The num

ber

of significa

nt weather ca

tastrophes

 has more than

 tripled over the p

ast 40 year

s. These

 climate

change effe

cts are expe

cted to con

tinue and worsen until globa

l greenhou

se gases 

(GHG) created

by fossil fuel 

emissions, in

cluding carbon dioxide, m

ethane, nitr

ous oxide,

 hydrofluorocarb

ons,

perfluoroca

rbons, sulfur 

hexafluoride,

 and nitrogen trifluoride,

 are signific

antly reduced.

B. The consequ

ences of climate change co

me with a huge pri

ce tag that is o

nly

increasing. A February

 2025 repo

rt estimates the

 costs of

property

 damage alone

 from the 2025

Los Angeles wildfires to be between $28 to $

53.8 billion. Est

imates tha

t include a

dditional

damages, inclu

ding loss of life, he

althcare, b

usiness d

isruptions

, and other econ

omic impacts

from the wildfires is estim

ated to be i

n the $250 billion to $275 b

illion range. Th

ere is also

 a

human cost to clim

ate chang

e, includin

g effects o

n physical 

health, mental healt

h, food 

security,

and more. These human costs ar

e difficult 

to quantify but are i

mmense.

C. San Diego is n

ot immune to

 climate chan

ge effe

cts

.

 San Diego is 

particu

larly

vulnera

ble to s

ea leve

l rise a

nd erosi

on, wildfires, an

d flood

ing. Over 1,0

00 indivi

duals

 lost th

eir
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homes during catastrophic flooding worsened by climate change in January 2024, which caused

an estimated $31 million in damages.

D. Major fossil fuel companies that extract or refine fossil fuels, leading to the

emission of billions of tons of GHG while generating billions of dollars in profits, know their

products drive climate change and climate-related weather catastrophes.

E. State legislation introduced by Senator Caroline Menjivar and Assemblymember

Dawn Addis, Senate Bill 684 (S.B. 684) and Assembly Bill 1243 (A.B. 1243), respectively, tasks

the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) with conducting a comprehensive

climate cost study to determine the total damage amount caused to the state by covered fossil

fuel emissions between 1990 and 2045. CalEPA will then identi fy responsible fossil fuel

companies (Responsible Parties), who will be assessed a cost recovery demand proportional to

the state's climate change damages. The Responsible Parties will be required to pay the assessed

cost recovery amount over 20-year annual installments after an initial 10 percent payment in the

first year. If a Responsible Party misses a payment, they must pay all remaining installments

immediately, sell or liquidate their assets (unless the buyer assumes liability for payment), or

cease doing business. The funds collected by CalEPA will be deposited in a dedicated state

treasury fund and used to finance projects aimed at mitigating and adapting to climate impacts,

with a mandate that at least 40 percent of the funds be expended to directly benefit disadvantaged

communities facing climate impacts.

F. S.B. 684 and A.B. 1243 seek to redirect the financial burden ofpaying for the

effects of climate change from California's taxpayers by tapping into a small fraction of the

Responsible Parties' profits and collecting their share of the financial burden.
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G. The state

s ofNew York and Vermont hav

e enacted 

similar Climate Supe

rfunds

Acts.

H. In April 2025, the City and County of San Francisco

 unanimously passed a

resolution in support of S.B. 684 and A.B. 1243.

I. The Office of the City Attorney prepared th

is Resolution based o

n the information

provided by City staff, with the unders

tanding that thi

s information is complete and ac

curate.

ACTION ITEMS

Be it resolved by the Coucil of the City of San Diego:

1. The Council decl

ares its full su

pport for S.B. 684 and A.B. 12

43, which seek to

enact the Polluters Pay

 Climate Superfund Act of 2025.

2. The Council reques

ts the City's Government Affairs Department staff

 transmit

this Resolutio

n to the City's state lo

bbyists and o

ther appropri

ate individua

ls to ensure 

this

Resolution is 

received by state repr

esentatives an

d made part of the official reco

rd of support for

S.B. 684 and A.B. 1243.

APPROVED: HEATHER FERBERT, City Attorney

By

 

David J. Karlin

Senior Deputy City Attorney

DJK:cm:annt

May 28,2025

Or.Dept: Council District 1

Doc. No. 4105667
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I certi fy that the Council of the City of San Diego adopted this Resolution at a meeting held on

J

U

L

 

1

 

5

 

2

7

5

DIANA J.S. FUENTES

City Clerk

óeputý

 City

 01¿rk

ær

f, Mayor

TODD GLORIA, Mayor
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Approved:

(date7

V

etoed:

(d

ate)



Passed 

bythe 

Council 

of The C

ity of San D

iego on

 

J

U

L

 

1 

5

 

7

2

5 

,

 

by the f

ollow

ing

 vote

:

Councilmembers

 

Yeas

 

Nays

 Not Present

 Recused

Joe LaCava

Jennifer Cam

pbell 

[7 

 

C

Stephe

n Whitburn 

7 

C 

L

Henry L. Foster Ill 

Marni von Wilpert -

Kent Lee '

Raul A. Campillo

Vivian Moreno 

Seañ Elo-Rivera /  

J

U

L

 

1

 

8

 

2

0

2

5

Date of final passage

(Please note: When a resolu

tion is appro

ved by the Mayor, the date of final passag

e is the

date the approved r

esolution was ret

urned to the Office of the City Clerk.)

AUTHENTICATED BY:

TODD GLORIA

Mayor of The C

ity of San Diego, Californ

ia.

(Seal)

DIANA J.S. FUENTES

City Clerk of The City of San D

iego, Califo

rnia.

By 

¿ >

zz

«7z

-4

eputy

Office of the Citý C

lerk, San

 Diego, Califo

rnia

3

1

6

3

3

1
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